Essay Competition

Price: Tickets worth £150 each to attend the first ever BIT Training in UK (Lunch inclusive), 20 tickets to give away.
Venue: Hilton Paddington 
To win your place on this prestigious training, enter the essay competition outlined below:

Topic: Creating the Nigeria of Your Dreams
Background: In 2007, for the first time in human history, the majority of people in the world, particularly in developing countries, will be living in urban areas. Life in the city is often associated with more opportunities, better access to employment, education, health and other services. Cities are often called engines of economic growth, contributing disproportionately to the national gross domestic product (GDP), and the rural areas a deserted. These cities are also centers of innovation, entrepreneurship and investment. But many cities also have a large part of their population living in slums, without essential services such as water, sanitation and energy, and threatened by environmental hazards, violence and social exclusion, and the trend of migration continues only this time, out of Nigeria. As more and more people migrate from Nigeria - most illegally in search of better standards of living, there is a growing need for solutions to the issues of urban/rural poverty, the environment as a whole, and urban/rural infrastructure (housing, roads, water, energy etc.) to create a country we can be proud of.

What can you do to shape the city of your dreams?
Please answer all three questions below:

1) Think about Nigeria. What are the biggest opportunities and challenges for people living there? 

2) What needs to be done to transform Nigeria into the country of your dreams? 

3) What could be your role, working together with your peers, in shaping the Nigeria of your dreams? Please focus on one or two points you mentioned in question 2). 

You may use some of the points below to structure your answer:

If you have been personally involved in concrete initiatives you are welcome to write specifically about your experience and if you don’t have practical experience, write specifically about your ideas of how you would work with your peers to shape the Nigeria of your dreams? How can other youth replicate your experience?
Who can participate?
The essay competition is open to all; young and old people but essays should be submitted individually
Length and Format

Your essay may not be longer than 4 pages (1,500 words maximum), 1.5 line-spaced. 


How to submit

Please email your essay to ukreplies@newnigeriaclub.net 
Rules
· Submissions will be accepted till August 8, 2008 (midnight, GMT)(TBC)
· Each participant can only submit one essay. 

· Essays should not be longer than 4 pages (1,500 words, maximum), 1.5 line-spaced. 

· Essays can only be submitted by email in English
· Quotes and references must be clearly marked throughout the essay and properly cited.

· All essays must be original. No previously published material will be accepted. Any form of plagiarism will result in automatic disqualification. Please note that all essays will be screened with a specialized software to verify plagiarism.

· We recommended that you write your essay in a word-processing program (check for grammar and spelling; clarity counts). 

· The NNC reserves the right to publish and/or to make available to the public the winning essays.

· The decision of the selection board is final and is not subject to an appeal. 

· All current NNC UK and Nigeria staff and members and Events & Things staff are not eligible to participate. 

FAQs

Submissions, eligibility, formal requirements:

1. What is the deadline for submissions?
The deadline for submissions is August 8, 2008, midnight (GMT)(TBC)

2. How do I submit my essay?
send email to ukreplies@newnigeriaclub.net  

3. Who is eligible for the essay competition? 
The essay competition is open for Nigerians and Friends of Nigeria residing in UK

4. I am just under 18 can I still participate?
The competition is intended for youth aged 18 and over.  

5. In which language shall I submit the essay?
The essay must be written in  English. Finalist will be selected from 4 regions through out UK.  

6. What is the length and format of the essay?
The essay should not exceed 4 pages (1500 words), 1.5 spaced. The following elements do NOT count into the number of pages or words: abstract, content page, title page (if you provide one). Moreover, graphs and tables do NOT count into the number of words. 

7. Am I allowed to include graphs and tables?
Yes, you are welcome (but not obliged to) to include relevant graphs and tables. Their content will not count into the number of words in your essay. 

8. What are the grading criteria for the essays?
The essays will be graded for their originality, clarity and the use of thoughtful and concrete proposals/ examples. 

9. Is it allowed to mention my name in the paper?
Yes, you are free to include your name on your essay

10. Is it allowed for two or more people to work on the same essay? Unfortunately not. We would like the paper to be individual work.

11. Can I use personal style in my essay, including the ‘I’ form?
Yes. We are asking about your own experience and your own ideas. 

12. Do I need to address all three questions?
Yes, you are asked to address all questions. 
Used with kind permission of World Bank partner orgainsation http://www.essaycompetition.org 
Organised by Events and Things in conjunction with NNC. Event sponsors to be announced.
